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Future Landscape We Create Together with You

Japan Landscape Architects Union (JLAU) was established in 2013
with the aim of establishing the social and professional role of
landscape architects, centered on Registered Landscape Architect
(RLA). Since its establishment, JLAU has enhanced the expertise of
landscape architects in Japan while broadly communicating their
role to society. Furthermore, in 2016, JLAU achieved integration
with the Japanese Chapter of the International Federation of
Landscape Architects(IFLA)Asia- Pacific Region (APR). As a result,
the scope of our activities has expanded beyond Japan to develop
in collaboration with the international community.

In 2023, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of our establish-
ment, JLAU served as the host organization for the “IFLA-APR
2023 Japan Congress.” At the closing ceremony of the congress,
we declared our commitment to host the international conference
in Japan again in 2033, ten years later. Under the new organization-
al structure that began in 2025, we have positioned 2033 as our
target year and will progressively implement short-term,
medium-term, and long- term plans while developing comprehen-
sive activities that connect the local, national, and global levels.
Currently, we face the reality that the future of humanity is
threatened by the progression of global warming. To avert this
crisis, we aim not only to address common global challenges but

also to create cultural value that contributes to environmental
conservation and regeneration. As a symbol of this philosophy, we
presented the concept of “Landscape Culture” at the aforemen-
tioned international conference. This is the idea that when each
country and region cherishes its culture rooted in nature and
climate, it leads to the circulation of a sustainable society and
economic development. For example, landscape architects in
Australia have begun using the word “Country,” which Indigenous
peoples use to express their connection to ancestors and their
relationship with the land, in place of the Western-derived word
“Landscape”. This choice enables them to reaffirm their role and
practice future-oriented work based on cultural identity. We too
are called upon to question conventional wisdom, make continuous
self-corrections, and move forward with courage. In order to
create better future landscapes, JLAU will continue to take on the
challenge of improving society and the environment through the
power of landscape, engaging in dialogue with people of multiple
generations and cultures, and collaborating with like-minded
colleagues both in Japan and abroad.

The doors of JLAU are always open to society. For those who
believe in the power of landscape and wish to create future
landscapes with intention.

MISSION

fEdn

o

FYERT—7
IL&3FENHD
igo<Y e
EZLLWETKY
Create a landscape for

resilient regions and a
beautiful nation
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Establish a

self-sufficient and
innovative network of
landscapeprofessionals
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Maintain an
international standard of
Landscape Architect
registration system,

also aim for the
establishment of
international landscape
professional partnership
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Assemble all
interested parties and
members, driven by
mission-oriented
ethics
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Pursue new
possibilities of
landscape
professionals by
collaborating with
allied stakeholders

VISION
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Advocate true value of landscape architecture in diverse situations

Pursue an organic linkage between landscape and human being

Develop a new way of “Landscape Initiative”
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Cooperate to organize reciprocally acceptable
Landscape Architect’s license with international standard
+ Cooperate to maintain internaitonal standard levels (cf. requirement of

professional education, O.J.T,, and C.PD.) to develop and provide an
effective licensing program.
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Cooperate with relative licensing systems in other

countries, and seek for mutual recognition

« Understand local philosophy, history, climate, and culture developed in
various countries, and develop technologies based on locality.

« Establish original and indigenous landscape profession by cooperating
with Asia-Pacific region countries.

« Contribute to solve global environmental problems.
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Promote the popularization of
“Registered Landscape Architects system”

.

Realize design and management with the understanding of local nature,
culture and social environment.

Publicize the profession of Landscape Archtiects and award for the
excellent professional works.

Make the landscape profession to be nationally recognized and officially
certified as in many other countries.

Enforce mandatory qualificaiton enforcement for naitonal and
regional-scale public and private sector projects.
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Call for “Landscape Initiative”

* Advocate the Landscape Archtiect to take the Initiaitive on each
project.

Verify rationality, economics, amenity, as well as aesthetics.

Propose “new visions” for cities which correspond to social needs of
the present-day.

Propose resilient regional landscapes through rebuliding and recovery
after the disaster by uitlizing a broader landscape archtiect’s point of
view and perspecitve.

Support restoraiton for hilly rural areas in the mountains by using
biodiversity strategies.

Cultivate landscape professionals through environmental landscape
perspectives and educational system.
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Create opportunities for communication and interaction
through sharing new landscape visions and ideas for the future
« Create opportunities for new knowledge, experiences and interaction

with other colleagues. Develop quality of Landscape Archtiect’s
profession.

« Develop and provide attractive programs for interactive communicaiton
as well as self-improvement.

« Cooperate positively with allied professionals, and also acitve interaciton
with foreign Landscape Architects.
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The International Federation of Landscape Architects is a UNESCO
accredited organization representing the profession of landscape
architecture. At the IFLA Asia-Pacific Reagional Congress 2023 TOKYO
JAPAN (IFLA-APR 2023), under the theme of “Living with Disasters”, JLAU
served as the host, organizing a congress and numerous related events that
invited stakeholders from Japan and abroad.
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The various committees active at JLAU gathered
together for a two-day event themed “Landscape Design
for Living,” which included seminars, site visits, and talk
sessions with invited guests. It provided an opportunity
for attendees to consider landscape design for living,
creatures, and life from various perspectives.
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In addition to the above, JLAU creates opportunities for

landscape architects nationwide and people from various
fields to interact and share their knowledge through

® |LAU AWARD
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JLAU AWARD for Newcomer is an award hosted by
JLAU with the aim of discovering and nurturing the
next generation of landscape architects. By evaluating
and recognizing the thinking and attitudes of emerging
landscape architects through their work and projects,

the award aims to contribute to the development of
Japanese landscape culture.

MEERRAOKT

Landscape Challenge is a forum, organized by National Action Bureau, aims to e
connect and revitalize landscapes throughout Japan, including regional areas, various events such as fieldwork to visit best practices & ;%f
transcending the boundaries of occupations and industries. In 2025, held in

Osaka after the closing of the Expo, the theme was “What was the Expo all

i

across the country, landscape sketching courses, and
workshops for students. Furthermore, many of JLAU's

about?”, and featured entertaining guests with connections to the Expo. activities allow participants to earn CPD credits required
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The “Registered Landscape Architect(RLA)” is the professional
Landscape Architects in Japan recognized and authorized by
RLA committee of Consultants of Landscape Architects in Japan
(CLA).

RLA licensing system started in March 2003 and currently 330
professional members are registered as Landscape Architect.
The RLA committee recognizes the responsibilities for human
safety and health, sound environment, diverse culture and
welfare, and gives the title of RLA to qualified Landscape
Architects who have proficient level of knowledge, skills,
techniques and abilities for performing landscape projects.

RLA qualifications are based on international levels of
knowledge, technique and ability. Ultimately, RLA seeks for
mutual recognition with Landscape Architect licenses in other
countries.
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Images of RLA Professional’s Scope of Works

* Design natural restoration by utilizing living materials such as
vegetation, water, soil and minerals

* Design comfortable outdoor environment and recreational spaces

* Plan land use and environment based on ecological planning
methods, followed by design

* Realize regional scale space design based on indigenous
history and culture

* Realize environmental planning and design for communities
with local people
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RLA Professional Authorization consists of following four Stages

* [Professional educaiton] Accredited education at University
or higher educational institute

+ [On the job training] On the job training after employment

* [Registration exam] Paper exam, and practical skill exams

+ [Continuous education] CPD credits are required for the
renewal of the professional license
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