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All About Registered Landscape Architect license in Japan

The “Registered Landscape Architect (RLA)" is the professional Land-
scape Architects in Japan recognized and authorized by RLA committee
of Consultants of Landscape Architects in Japan (CLA). RLA
licensing system started in March 2003 and currently 440 professional
members are registered as Landscape Architect.

The RLA committee recognizes the responsibilities for human safety
and health, sound environment, diverse culture and welfare, and gives
the tile of RLA to qualified Landscape Architects who have proficient
level of knowledge, skills, techniques and abilities for performing land-
scape projects.

RLA qualifications are based on international levels of knowledge,
technique and ability. Ultimately, RLA seeks for mutual recognition with
Landscape Architect licenses in other countries.

Images of RLA Professional’s Scope of Works
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o Design natural restoration by utilizing living materials
such as vegetation, water, soil and minerals

e Design comfortable outdoor environment and recreational spaces

e Plan land use and environment based on ecological
planning methods, followed by design

0 Realize regional scale space design based on indigenous history and culture

e Realize environmental planning and design for
communities with local people
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[Professional education]
Accredited education at University
or higher educational institute

[On the job training]
On the job training
after employment

[Registration exam]
Paper exam,
and practical skill exams

[Continuous education]
CPD credits are required for the renewal
of the professional license
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: Japan Landscape Architects Union “Declaration”
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Our profession of Landscape Architect(L.A.) was born in 1865 when “The Central
Park” was built over 150 years ago. The L. A. profession is now universally known. The
establishment of Japanese L.A. professional association had been envisioned by all the
“Registered Landscape Architect (RLA)” for over 10 years. We, RLA members, are
united here again, currently developing this “JLAU" organization all together.

“JLAU” recognizes that the comprehension of nature and the social contribution to
society must be a common perception, with collaborative professionals, those who
understand and occupy our interest in the mission of L.A.s, and as the stake-holders
working together to push forward the boundaries towards a brighter future. Suppose
L.A.s are ‘Earth Persons’ , we require ‘Wind Persons’ as the (supporters) to collaborate
and create livable communities and region together. Thus L.A.s can take the initiative to
create a resilient and sustainable community. Therefore, we would like to use the word
‘Union’ in our united organization’ s name in order to establish a more holistic, integra-
tive and international organization to promote the landscape profession. JLAU has
determined passion to promote and establish a powerful L.A. Union and our projects.

Two years have passed since the Tohoku earthquake and Tsunami disaster. The
community requires more professional L. A. who can solve the problems by taking
more diverse approaches. To make creative projects, deep knowledge and diverse
experience, and wide human networking are the mandatory requirements. JLAU shall
create clear visions, and share approaches towards the creation of a better environ-
ment.

We believe that Landscape Architects can contribute to the society through creation
of landscapes, thus we grow as the professionals by challenging difficult situations. Only
those who contribute to society and self-actualize make L.A.s to be very special and
bright profession for the future of people.

[CHAIRPERSON]  Toshitaro Minomo
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Japan Landscape Architects Union(JLAU) declared the following five missions as for

the innovative and collaborative landscape professional organization.

° Create a landscape for resilient regions and a beautiful nation

© Establish a self-sufficient and innovative network of landscape professionals

® Maintain an international standard of Landscape Architect registration system,
also aim for the establishment of international landscape professional partnership

© Assemble all interested parties and members, driven by mission-oriented ethics
© Pursue new possibilities of landscape professionals by collaborating with allied stakeholders
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In order to accomplish our missions,
we shall declare the following three visions.

0 Advocate true value of landscape architecture
in diverse situations

Q Pursue an organic linkage between
landscape and human being

® Develop anew way of “Landscape Initiative”

In order to accomplish our Missions and Visions,
we shall establish the following five actions.

o Cooperate to organize reciprocally acceptable
Landscape Architect’ s license with international standard

Cooperate to maintain international standard levels (cf. requirement of
professional education, 0.J.T., and C.P.D.) to develop and provide
an effective licensing program.

e Cooperate with relative licensing systems in other countries,
and seek for mutual recognition
Understand local philosophy, history, climate, and culture developed in various
countries, and develop technologies based on locality.

Establish original and indigenous landscape profession by cooperating
with Asia-Pacific region countries.

Contribute to solve global environmental problems.

e Promote the popularization of
“Registered Landscape Architects system”
Realize design and management with the understanding of local nature,
culture and social environment.

Publicize the profession of Landscape Architects and award
for the excellent professional works.

Make the landscape profession to be nationally recognized and officially
certified as in many other countries.

Enforce mandatory qualification enforcement for national and
regional-scale public and private sector projects.

o Call for “Landscape Initiative”

Advocate the Landscape Architect to take the Initiative on each project.
Verify rationality, economics, amenity, as well as aesthetics.
Propose “new visions” for cities which correspond to social needs of the present-day.

Propose resilient regional landscapes through rebuilding and recovery after the
disaster by utilizing a broader landscape architect’ s point of view and perspective.

Support restoration for hilly rural areas in the mountains by using biodiversity strategies.

Cultivate landscape professionals through environmental
landscape perspectives and educational system.

e Create opportunities for communication and interaction
through sharing new landscape visions and ideas for the future

Create opportunities for new knowledge, experiences and interaction
with other colleagues. Develop quality of Landscape Architect’ s profession.
Develop and provide attractive programs for interactive communication
as well as self-improvement.
Cooperate positively with allied professionals, and also active interaction
with foreign Landscape Architects.
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